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OZ: FROM TOTO’S POINT OF VIEW

TERRY ROONEY

JUNE 10 - JULY 9

ARTIST RECEPTION: SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 5:00 - 8:00PM
Karen Dolmanisth as Dorothy at 7 PM

“There’s No Place Like Home!” This theme, which has resonated in Terry Rooney’s artwork for years, has finally led her down the yellow brick road to OZ. 

In the recent past, the artist has explored the emotional and psychological spaces of heaven, the Statue of Liberty and home. As she began the first several pieces for the Oz body of work, she noticed that she kept painting pictures of the Oz characters from knees down. She realized that she was channeling Toto and painting from his perspective! (Ironically, the dog that played Toto in the original MGM movie was named Terry — was the artist fated to play this role?)  In the exhibit, scenes from the story feature the feet and shoes of the characters. Toto’s shadow appears in many paintings, and at critical moments, such as the unveiling of the Wizard, Toto makes his presence known. Part of the focus for this mixed-media exhibit (paintings & mixed-media sculpture) is Dorothy’s spiritual journey, as she learns about herself and comes to appreciate and understand her connection to family, community and friends. For instance, in the piece, “Dorothy at the Crossroads,” the artist uses her own shoes illustrating Dorothy’s confusion as to “which way to go?”
The general public is invited to bring their “ruby slippers” (any type of red shoe will do!) to the reception, and help celebrate of the Oz story by participating in an installation piece during the Easthampton Arts Walk. Terry has invited the cast of the recent Starlight Youth Theatre production “Wizard of OZ” and the general public to dress as their favorite characters. This exhibition will also feature the collection of OZ memorabilia from Dee Michel of Northampton.

Terry Rooney’s work has been exhibited nationally. Two pieces from this exhibit were featured in “Ozpirations” at the New England School of Art and Design at Suffolk University in Boston
last year.  www.jokesmygrandmothertoldme.com/oz
Follow the red footprints to Nashawannuck Gallery to the opening of OZ: from Toto’s point
of view.
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